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How to Get a Full Scholarship in South 
Africa: A Complete Step-by-Step Guide for 

International Students 
Introduction 

South Africa has become one of the most attractive study destinations for international students 

due to its world-class universities, diverse culture, and affordable cost of living. Institutions such 

as the University of Cape Town, Stellenbosch University, and the University of the 

Witwatersrand consistently rank among the top universities globally. However, many students 

worry about the cost of studying abroad. The good news is that it is absolutely possible to get a 

full scholarship in South Africa if you understand the process and prepare strategically. 

This comprehensive guide explains how to get a full scholarship in South Africa, covering 

eligibility requirements, available scholarship types, top funding programs, application steps, 

required documents, common mistakes, and expert tips to improve your chances. Whether you 

are an undergraduate, postgraduate, or PhD applicant, this guide is designed to help you succeed. 

 

Why Study in South Africa on a Scholarship? 

Studying in South Africa offers several advantages for international students: 

 Globally recognized degrees 

 English-taught programs 

 Affordable living costs compared to Europe and the USA 

 Strong research opportunities 

 Multicultural and inclusive environment 

With a full scholarship, students can study without financial stress while gaining an 

internationally competitive education. 

 

What Is a Full Scholarship in South Africa? 

A full scholarship in South Africa typically covers: 

 Full tuition fees 

 Accommodation or housing allowance 
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 Monthly living stipend 

 Health insurance 

 Books and study materials 

 Travel or airfare (in some cases) 

Some scholarships also include research grants and conference funding, especially for 

postgraduate students. 

 

Types of Scholarships in South Africa 

Understanding the different scholarship categories is essential when learning how to get a full 

scholarship in South Africa. 

1. Government-Funded Scholarships 

These scholarships are funded by the South African government or partner governments and are 

highly competitive. 

Examples include: 

 South African Government Scholarships 

 National Research Foundation (NRF) Scholarships 

2. University-Specific Scholarships 

Most South African universities offer full or partial scholarships based on academic excellence 

or financial need. 

Examples: 

 University of Cape Town Scholarships 

 Stellenbosch University International Bursaries 

3. International Organization Scholarships 

Global organizations and foundations fund students to study in South Africa. 

Examples: 

 Commonwealth Scholarships 

 Mastercard Foundation Scholars Program 

4. Private and Corporate Scholarships 
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These are sponsored by companies, NGOs, and foundations to support specific fields of study. 

 

Eligibility Requirements for Full Scholarships 

While each scholarship has unique criteria, most full scholarships in South Africa require: 

 Excellent academic performance 

 Proof of English proficiency (IELTS or TOEFL, if required) 

 Admission or conditional offer from a South African university 

 Strong personal statement or motivation letter 

 Letters of recommendation 

 Leadership potential and community involvement 

Postgraduate and PhD applicants may also need: 

 Research proposal 

 Academic publications or prior research experience 

 

Top Full Scholarships in South Africa 

Here are some of the most popular full scholarships in South Africa: 

1. Mastercard Foundation Scholars Program 

 Covers tuition, accommodation, meals, and stipend 

 Available for undergraduate and postgraduate students 

 Focuses on leadership and social impact 

2. NRF Scholarships 

 Mainly for Master’s and PhD students 

 Includes tuition and monthly stipend 

 Supports research-based programs 

3. Commonwealth Scholarships 

 For students from Commonwealth countries 

 Covers full study costs 

 Highly competitive 

4. University of Cape Town International Scholarships 
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 Merit-based and need-based options 

 Available for multiple disciplines 

 

Step-by-Step Guide: How to Get a Full Scholarship in South 

Africa 

Step 1: Choose Your Program and University 

Research universities and programs that align with your academic goals. Ensure the institution 

offers scholarships in your field of study. 

Step 2: Meet Academic and Language Requirements 

Maintain strong academic results and prepare for English proficiency tests if required. 

Step 3: Prepare Required Documents 

Common documents include: 

 Academic transcripts 

 Certificates 

 Curriculum Vitae (CV) 

 Personal statement 

 Recommendation letters 

 Passport copy 

Step 4: Apply for University Admission 

Most scholarships require proof of admission. Apply early to your chosen university. 

Step 5: Apply for Scholarships Separately 

Some scholarships are automatic, while others require a separate application. Always check 

deadlines. 

Step 6: Attend Interviews (If Required) 

Be prepared to discuss your academic goals, leadership experience, and future plans. 

 

How to Write a Strong Motivation Letter 
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Your motivation letter is crucial when applying for a full scholarship in South Africa. A strong 

letter should: 

 Clearly explain your academic goals 

 Show why you chose South Africa 

 Demonstrate leadership and impact 

 Align with the scholarship’s mission 

Avoid generic statements and focus on your unique story. 

 

Common Mistakes to Avoid 

 Missing deadlines 

 Submitting incomplete documents 

 Writing a weak personal statement 

 Applying without meeting eligibility criteria 

 Ignoring scholarship-specific instructions 

 

Tips to Increase Your Chances 

 Apply to multiple scholarships 

 Start preparing at least one year in advance 

 Maintain excellent grades 

 Gain leadership or volunteer experience 

 Seek professional proofreading for your application 

 

FAQs 

1. Can international students get full scholarships in South Africa? 

Yes, many full scholarships in South Africa are specifically designed for international students. 

2. Do I need IELTS to study in South Africa? 

Not always. Some universities waive IELTS if previous education was in English. 

3. Are South African scholarships fully funded? 
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Yes, many scholarships cover tuition, living expenses, and accommodation. 

4. When should I apply for scholarships in South Africa? 

Most applications open between March and August, depending on the program. 

5. Is South Africa safe for international students? 

Yes, with proper precautions, South Africa is safe and welcoming to students. 

Conclusion 

Learning how to get a full scholarship in South Africa can transform your academic and 

professional future. With world-class education, generous funding opportunities, and a vibrant 

cultural environment, South Africa offers exceptional value for international students. By 

researching early, preparing strong applications, and applying strategically, you can significantly 

increase your chances of securing a fully funded scholarship. Start today, stay focused, and your 

dream of studying in South Africa can become a reality. 
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